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Forward 


Our fourth annual “postcard album” completes our pictorial 
survey of past and present churches in the Northern New 
Jersey Conference of the United Methodist Church. This 
volume covers Rockland, Somerset and northern Middlesex 
counties, as well as the Port Jervis area of New York and Penn¬ 
sylvania. Because of the wide geographical area covered, this 
volume includes city and suburban churches, rural and small 
town churches, and churches serving several ethnic 
communities. 

When we began this project back in 1990, I knew nothing 
about editing and publishing books. Bob Sharp and Academy 
Books have made my learning process an easy and enjoyable 
one. I also knew nothing about the history of postcards in 
America or the attraction they hold for those who collect them. 
I have developed a great appreciation for this hobby, thanks 


to the many generous people whose collections are represented 
in these four books. They have graciously loaned us cards 
from their collections and shared their interest and expertise 
with me. 

Thanks for cards printed in this fourth volume go to 
members of the Half Moon Post Card Club: DeeDee Backus, 
John Keftler, the Rev. James Parsons, and Frank Rathke; 
as well as to collectors Barbara Booz, Fred and Mary Megson, 
Ed Olson and Aileen Roth. But this volume would not have 
been possible without the many additional cards which have 
been loaned us by the pastors and historians of several local 
churches. I am grateful to them all. Thanks also to Alice 
Berdan and Bill Turkowski, who helped put me in touch with 
the collectors represented here. 

William T. Noll 


Introduction 


The pictures in this book are all taken from picture 
postcards. Although postal cards were introduced in the 
1870s, they did not contain pictures until 1898. With 
technology increasing, the publishers could transfer a 
photograph to the front of a card with a clear, crisp image 
being reproduced. Most cards of churchs are black and 
white, but occasionally we find lithograph (colored) or hand 
colored, when a black and white card has color tinted on 
it. These are the types of commercially produced cards 
which appeared in the early years of this century. Until 
1906 all messages were required by law to appear on the 
picture side. This is why so many of the early cards have 
writing on the front. After 1906 the back of the card was 
divided into two parts, one for message, the other for 
address. 

Literally billions of cards were produced. The penny 
postcard was an essential of everyday life, as well as a col¬ 
lecting craze. Every child had an album which, before the 
advent of radio and television, gave a look at far away places 
and events. Before cars and telephones, the postcards were 
used for messages. If you planned to visit, you simply told 
your host “Arrive tomorrow on the 7:14,” and you sent your 
message for one cent on a beautiful card. Clubs just for 
postcard exchange were organized. Soon people make their 
own cards. This was done by reproducing photographs on 
photographic paper. These are called real photo cards. 
Many local photographers would take pictures at fairs, 


disasters, parades, etc. and sell them at booths or from their 
stores. 

This postcard craze was short-lived. Most of the cards 
were produced in Germany and, with the advent of World 
War I, production decreased rapidly. The subsequent 
domestically produced cards were blurry and on poor 
quality paper. For these reasons, the bulk of our cards were 
produced from 1900-1914. Churches were always favorite 
topics with their high steeples and architectural windows. 
They were cards avidly sought. Since commercially pro¬ 
duced cards were done in lots of a thousand, many have 
survived today. Births, weddings, and deaths were com¬ 
memorated in the local church so every town and little store 
had cards of the local church. 

When viewing the cards, try to put yourself into the time 
frame of early 1900, when roads were dirt, travel was by 
foot or wagon. There were no motion pictures, radio, or 
TV. The church was the center of these rural agricultural 
communities. Harvest Homes, Rally Days, Men’s Days, 
Ladies Days, Epworth Leagues were eagerly awaited 
events. These churches served as spiritual and social centers. 
Amazingly, you will find that many of these churches sur¬ 
vive. With wood frames, lighted attractive high spires, and 
wood or coal-burning furnaces, they almost invite calamity. 
Fortunately, except in a few rare cases, church boards have 
decided to retain the original architecture and the churches 
look much as they did almost a century ago. 

William Turkowski 



MIDDLESEX COUNTY 


Church 

Still 

Exists 

Source 

Page 

Dunellen 

Edison 

X 

b 

3 

New Dover 

X 

1 

4 

Wesley* 

X 

b 

4 

Metuchen 

X 

1 

5 


Church 

Still 


Perth Amboy, 

Exists Source 

Page 

Simpson 

x b 

6 

Piscataway 

South Plainfield, 

x 1 

6 

Wesley# 

x — 

— 

Woodbridge 

X 1 

7 


* — formerly located in Perth Amboy 

# — formerly Plainfield, Monroe AvenuQ. Sec Volume 3, p. 45. 
b — from Booz collection 

1 — from local church collections 
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a— Methodist Church. Metuchen. X. J. t . k„ aue1i 
Dear Friend: 

Next Sunday being Easter Sunday, also the last Sunday of 
the conference year, the services at the above church will be of 
an appropriate character, with special music. 

We desire to have a large attendance of the members of the 
church and congregation and therefore we send you a cordial 
invitation to the services. Yours sincerelv, 

Benson S. Crowcrokt. 


Lincoln Highway, looking West from Main Street, Metuchen, N. J. 





























PORT JERVIS AREA 


Church 

Still 

Exists 

Source 

Pag. 

Barryville, NY 

X 

k 

8 

Dingman’s Ferry, PA 

X 

b 

9 

Eldred, NY 

X 

k 

9 

Godeffroy, NY 
(Free Will) 


b 

10 

Greenville, NY 

X 

— 

— 

Matamoras, PA 

X 

k 

10 

Milford, PA 

X 

b 

11 

Otisville, NY (NYC) 

X 

b 

12 


Church 

Still 

Exists 

Source 

Page 

Pond Eddy, NY 

X 

k 

13 

Port Jervis, NY 

X 

bno 

14-15 

Rio, NY 

— 

— 

— 

Slate Hill 

— 

b 

13 

Sparrowbush, NY 

X 

b 

16 

Unionville, NY 
Westbrookville, NY 

— 

b 

16 

(NYC) 

X 

b 

17 

Westtown, NY 

X 

b 

17 


b — from Backus collection 
k — from Keftler collection 

n — from Northern New Jersey Conference collection 
(NYC) — now part of New York Conference 
o — from from Olsen-Roth collection 
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Id 30 ».M. A, I 
I 7.30 P.M T 
"J«|T SOCO. IS u' 
Piurcn MEETING 

sshe*;"* 


;nwH»» iiUw- 


\S0 

Dear Scholar : 

Next Sunday, October 6th, Is Ral 
ly Day and we want to see every 
scholar present. Will you help us 
accomplish this by being present 
yourself and by bringing some 
member of your class who has not 
been attending regularly ? 

We have something to present 
to the school at this time that will 
be of interest to all. 

_ Sincerely, 

Teacher. 

J A. WYLIE, Supt. 
















































GUS KRAUSS. PHOTOGRAPHER. PORT JERVIS, 



ZDrrlu itlctljobist (Cljurt!) 

Orange Square 
PORT JERVIS, N.Y. 

Methodist beginnings in Port Jervis go back to 1812. 
The present congregation was formed in 1832 and 
formally organized in 1838, when a church building was 
>• erected on Hudson St. The present structure on Orange 
z Square was built in I 868, and rebuilt in I 894 after almost 
complete destruction by a windstorm. Drew House, the 
parish house, was added in 1923. 
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Meihochst Episcopal Church, Sparrowbush, N. Y. 


METHODIST CI-IURCH, UNIONVII.LE, N. Y 





























ROCKLAND COUNTY 


Church 

Still 

Exists 

Source 

Page 

Congers 

X 

lr 

18 

Garnerville 

X 

— 

— 

Haverstraw 

X 

1 

19 

Ladentown 

X 

1 

20 

Monsey 

— 

r 

20 

New City 

X 

r 

21 

Nyack 

X 

P 

22 

Pearl River 

X 

r 

21 

Sloatsburg (NYC) 

— 

0 

23 


1 — from local church collections 
n - from Northern New Jersey Conference collection 
(NYC) - part of New York Conference 
o — from Olsen-Roth collection 
p — from Parsons collection 

r — from Rathke collection A “ - - - 


Church 

Still 

Exists 

Source 

Spring Valley 

Stony Point: 

X 

— 

First 

X 

n 

Trinity 

X 

1 

Suffern 

X 

r 

Thiells 

X 

_ 

Viola 

X 

1 

Wesley Chapel 

X 

1 



Page 


23 

24 

24 

25 
25 
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ST. PAUL S M. E. CHURCH. 
NYACK. N. Y. 
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MIDDLESEX COUNTY 


Church 

Still 

Exists 

Source 

Page 

Basking Ridge 

X 

1 

26 

Bernardsville 

X 

— 

— 

Bound Brook 

X 

1 

27 

Bridgewater 

X 

1 

27 

East Millstone 

X 

— 

— 

Gladstone 

X 

— 

— 

Martinsville 

X 

1 

28 


Church 

Still 

Exists 

Source 

Page 

Montgomery 

X 

1 

29 

Mount Horeb 

X 

— 

— 

Mount Zion 

X 

— 

— 

Neshanic 

X 

1 

— 

North Plainfield 

X 

— 

— 

Somerville 

X 

mo 

30 

Springdale 

X 

— 

— 


] — from local church collections 
m — from Mcgson collection 
o — from Olsen-Roth collection 
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APPENDIX 

Church 

Still 




Exists 

Source 

Page 

Kenilworth 

Roselle Park, Aldene 

X 

b 

33 

(later Roselle, 

St. Paul’s) 


b 

32 


b — from Booz collection 
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INDEX 


City 

Church 

Vol. 

Page 

Allendale 

Archer 

2 

4 

Allerton 


1 

4 

Alpine 


2 

6 

Anderson 


1 

34 

Andover 


1 

19 

Areola 


2 

6 

Asbury 


I 

32 

Barryville 


4 

8 

Basking Ridge 


4 

26 

Bayonne 

Bergen Point 

2 

28 

Bayonne 

First 

2 

28 

Bayonne 

Wesley/46 St. 

2 

29 

Belleville 


3 

4 

Belvidere 


1 

33 

Blairstown 


1 

34 

Bloomfield 

Park 

3 

5 

Bloomfield 

Watsessing 

3 

5 

Bloomingdale 


2 

39 

Bloomsbury 


1 

4 

Boonton 


3 

24 

Bound Brook 


4 

27 

Branchville 


1 

19 

Bridgewater 


4 

27 

Broadway 


1 

35 

Butler 


3 

25 

Buttzville 


1 

35 

Caldwell 


3 

3 

Califon 


1 

5 

Centerville 


1 

5 

Changewater 


1 

6 

Chatham 


3 

25 

Chester 


3 

26 

Clinton 


1 

6 

Cokesbury 


1 

7 

Colesville 


1 

20 

Columbia 


1 

36 

Congers 


4 

18 

Cranford 


3 

42 

Demarest 


2 

8 

Dingman’s Ferry 


4 

9 

Dover 

First 

3 

26 

Dover 

Grace 

3 

28 

Dover 

Swedish 

3 

28 

Drakestown 


3 

29 

Dumont 


2 

8 

Dunellen 


4 

3 

E. Rutherford 

Carlton Hill 

2 

26 

E. Rutherford 

Christ 

2 

9 

East Orange 

Calvary 

3 

6, 16 

East Orange 

Ferry 

3 

6 

East Orange 

Park Avenue 

3 

7 

East Orange 

Sanford Street 

3 

7 


City 

Church 

Vol. 

Page 

Ebenezer 


1 

36 

Edison 

New Dover 

4 

4 

Edison 

Wesley 

4 

4 

Eld red 


4 

9 

Elizabeth 

Epworth 

3 

43 

Elizabeth 

St. James 

3 

43 

Englewood 

First 

2 

10 

Fairmount 


1 

8 

Flanders 


3 

29 

Flemington 


1 

7 

Frankford Plains 


1 

21 

Frenchtown 


1 

9 

Godeffroy 


4 

10 

Green Village 


3 

30 

Hackensack 

Asbury 

2 

12 

Hackensack 

First 

2 

11 

Hackettstown 

Centenary Col. 

1 

37 

Hackettstown 

Trinity 

1 

37 

Hainsburg 


1 

38 

Hainsvillc 


1 

22 

Haledon 

Cedar Cliff 

2 

39 

Hampton 


1 

10 

Harmony 


1 

39 

Hasbrouck Heights 


2 

12 

Haverstraw 


4 

19 

Hawthorne 


2 

40 

High Bridge 


1 

10 

Hillsdale 


2 

14 

Hope 


1 

39 

Hurdtown 


3 

30 

Irvington 


3 

8 

Jersey City 

Bethany-Browne 

2 

30 

Jersey City 

Centenary 

2 

34 

Jersey City 

Christ 

2 

33 

Jersey City 

Covenant 

2 

32 

Jersey City 

Emory 

2 

30 

Jersey City 

Grace 

2 

31 

Jersey City 

Hedding 

2 

34 

Jersey City 

Lafayette 

2 

31 

Jersey City 

Lindon Ave. 

2 

32 

Jersey City 

Palisade 

2 

35 

Jersey City 

Salem 

2 

32 

Jersey City 

Simpson 

2 

33 

Jersey City 

Summit Ave. 

2 

35 

Jersey City 

West Side Ave. 

2 

33 

Junction 


1 

10 

Kearny 

Arlington 1st 

2 

36 

Kearny 

Grace 

2 

36 

Kenilworth 


4 

33 

Kingsland 


2 

26 

Kinnelon 


3 

30 

Knowlton 


1 

36, 38 


34 



INDEX 


City 

Church 

Vol. 

Page 

Laden town 


4 

20 

Lafayette 


1 

22 

Lake Hopatcong 


3 

31 

Lambertville (SNJ) 


1 

11 

Layton 


1 

21 

Lebanon 


1 

12 

Leonia 


2 

16 

Linden 


3 

44 

Little Falls 


2 

40 

Little York 


1 

12 

Livingston 


3 

8 

Lockwood 


1 

23 

Lower Berkshire Valley 


3 

31 

Lyndhurst 


2 

26 

Madison 


3 

32 

Madison 

Drew Univ. 

3 

32 

Maplewood 

Hilton 

3 

10 

Maplewood 

Morrow 

3 

9 

Martinsville 


4 

28 

Matamoras 


4 

10 

McAfee 


1 

23 

Mendham 


3 

33 

Methuchen 


4 

5 

Midland Park 


2 

18 

Milford 


4 

11 

Millbrook 


1 

38 

Milton 


3 

33 

Monsey 


4 

20 

Montclair 

First 

3 

10 

Montgomery 


4 

29 

Montville 


3 

34 

Morristown 


3 

34 

Mount Freedom 


3 

35 

Mount Tabor 


3 

35 

Mountainview 


2 

48 

Netcong 


3 

36 

New City 


4 

21 

New Germantown 


1 

5, 14 

New Vernon 


3 

36 

Newark 

Centenary 

3 

12 

Newark 

Central 

3 

12 

Newark 

DeGroot 

3 

14 

Newark 

First 

3 

15 

Newark 

Franklin Ave. 

3 

15 

Newark 

Halsey St. 

3 

16 

Newark 

Roseville 

3 

16 

Newark 

St. Luke’s 

3 

17 

Newark 

St. Paul’s 

3 

17 

Newark 

Vailsburg 

3 

18 

Newfoundland 


2 

42 

Newton 


1 

24 

Nutley 


3 

18 


City 

Church 

Vol. 

Page 

Nyack 


4 

22 

Ogdensburg 


1 

24 

Oldwick 


1 

5, 14 

Orange 


3 

20 

Otisville 


4 

12 

Oxford 


1 

40 

Park Ridge 


2 

18 

Parsippany 


3 

37 

Passaic 


2 

42 

Paterson 

Calvary 

2 

44 

Paterson 

Christ 

2 

45 

Paterson 

CUMAC/ECHO 

2 

45 

Paterson 

Eastside Ter. 

2 

44 

Paterson 

Embury 

2 

45 

Paterson 

Grace 

2 

43, 25 

Paterson 

Market St. 

2 

45 

Paterson 

Savior 

2 

45 

Paterson 

Trinity 

2 

46 

Paterson 

Wesley 

2 

45 

Pattenburg 


1 

13 

Pearl River 


4 

21 

Perth Amboy 

Danish 

4 

4 

Perth Amboy 

Simpson 

4 

6 

Perth Amboy 

Wesley 

4 

4 

Phillipsburg 

First 

1 

42 

Phillipsburg 

Wesley 

1 

42 

Pine Brook 


3 

37 

Pascataway 


4 

6 

Plainfield 

First 

3 

45 

Plainfield 

Monroe Ave. 

3 

45 

Pond Eddy 


4 

13 

Port Colden 


1 

43 

Port Jervis 

Drew 

4 

14 

Port Morris 


3 

38 

Port Murray 

McCrae 

1 

43 

Quakertown 


1 

14 

Rahway 

First 

3 

46 

Rahway 

Trinity 

3 

47 

Ridgefield Park 


2 

19 

Ridgewood 


2 

20 

Ringwood 


2 

47 

Rockaway 


3 

39 

Rockaway Valley 


3 

38 

Roseland 


3 

21 

Roselle 

St. Paul’s 

4 

32 

Roselle Park 


4 

32 

Roselle Park 

Community 

3 

52 

Rutherford 


2 

22 

Seargeantsville 


1 

15 

Slate Hill 


4 

13 

Sloatsburg 


4 

23 

Somerville 


4 

30 


35 



INDEX 


City 

South Orange 

South Plainfield 

Sparrowbush 

Sparta 

Stanhope 

Stanhope 

Stillwater 

Stockholm 

Stockton (SNJ) 

Stony Point 

Stony Point 

Succasunna 

Sufiern 

Summerfield 

Summit 

Sumit 

Swartswood 

Teaneck 

Tenafly 

Totowa 

Towaco 

Union 

Union City 


Church 

Vol. 

Page 

City 


3 

22, 18 

Union City 


3 

45 

Unionville 


4 

16 

Vernon 


1 

25 

Verona 


1 

27 

Vienna 


3 

36 

Viola 

Harmony Hill 

1 

26 

Waldwick 


1 

26 

Wallpack 

First 

1 

13 

Walnut Valley 

4 

23 

Washington 

Trinity 

4 

24 

Waterloo 


3 

40 

Wayne 


4 

24 

Weehawkin 

First 

1 

44 

Wesley Chapel 

3 

48 

West Portal 

Oakes 

3 

49 

Westbrookville 


1 

27 

Westfield 


2 

22 

Westtown 


2 

23 

Wharton 


2 

47 

Whippany 


3 

40 

White House 

First 

3 

49 

Woodbridge 

2 

37 

WyckofT 


Church 

Union Place 


Park 


Vol 

2 

4 

1 

3 
1 

4 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
4 
1 
4 

3 

4 
3 

3 
1 

4 
2 


Page 

37 

16 

29 

22 

44 
25 

24 

29 

45 

46 

30 
48 
37 

25 
16 
17 
50 
17 
41 
41 
17 

7 

25, 43 


36 































